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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
 

Term 1 is well under way and the school has got off to a great start. New students have settled in well and many parents who are 
new to the school have commented that their children are very happy. 
 

BUSHFIRE APPEAL 
Thank you to all who donated last Friday. The request to do some fundraising came 
spontaneously from Senior students, the OC and even a Year 2 student who sent me a lovely 
note asking if we could hold a mufti day to help the victims. We had a terrific response. 
Donations on the day plus the Junior School canteen profits came to $3433. This doesn’t 
include the Senior canteen profits and the extra raised by selling our “red foods”. As well, the 
P&F last week voted to donate $1000 to the appeal. Thank you to all our families and 
business for your generosity. The desire to help and the response reflect our school’s vision: 
“With compassionate hearts and enquiring minds, we strive to learn well, live wisely, serve 
others  and honour God”. 
 
 
 

 
INFORMATION NIGHTS FOR 2010 
In March we will hold two information nights for parents considering applying for next year’s enrolment: 
 

7.00pm 11 March Kindergarten 
7.00pm 17 March Year 7 
 

If you have children who will begin at Lakes in those years next year you are invited to come along. If you know others who are 
interested please invite them also. We will do a letterbox drop across the region in early March advertising the school and these 
nights. If you are attending, please RSVP to Racquel Jolly, our Registrar. 
 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S STIMULUS PACKAGE 
You will have heard that this package contains a lot of money for schools, particularly Primary schools. We do not have enough 
details yet to know how Lakes will benefit. The Association of Independent Schools will assess applications from our sector. We are 
awaiting the guidelines but the AIS will need to wait until the Government meets with them. The money will fund such things as multi-
purpose halls, libraries, covered outdoor learning areas, refurbishments and Science labs. We could do with all of those! However, 
we must now wait patiently while the procedures are determined and disseminated to schools. 
 

WELCOME BBQ 
Thank you to all who attended the BBQ and information session yesterday. Over 400 people came. There was a very positive feel 
and many remarked how happy their children are. Thanks to the P&F for providing the BBQ and water, thank you chefs and thank 
you to the canteen and other volunteers. 

Mr M Hannah (Principal) 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  
 

CHANGE OF DATES 
Unfortunately, the Year 9 Camp scheduled this week had to be postponed as the recent rain created unsuitable conditions on the 
Barrington River.  This in turn has caused the following changes to our calendar: 
Yr 9 camp: Wednesday 18 – Friday 20 March 
School Cross Country: Friday 13 March 
Yr 11 Business Studies Excursion: new date to be confirmed 
 

UMBRELLAS AND RAINCOATS 
The split site for the secondary school does create a number of occasions when our secondary students will need to travel between 
sites and special difficulties arise during wet weather. Please encourage your child to pack a raincoat or small umbrella if the weather 
is looking like rain. In extreme conditions, we try to move the teacher to the other site and also try to use our Lakes bus (although this 
cannot always be guaranteed) to transport students of an afternoon. 
 

POINTS OF CONTACT 
Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher if you have concerns about your child’s progress. 
If you have an ongoing, or wider issue, then the following people can be of assistance. 
K-6 Matters  
Mr Sarich (Head of Junior School) 
Secondary School Curriculum Matters 
English/History Mrs Smith 
Mathematics/Chinese Mr Horrocks 
Science/PDHPE Mrs Turner 
Geography/Commerce Mr Jones 
Technology Mr Maslen 
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Creative Arts Mrs Hobden 
Secondary School Welfare Matters 
Year 7 Mrs Nash 
Year 8 Mr Langejans 
Year 9 Mrs Rindfleish 
Year 10 Miss Griffiths 
Year 11/12 Mrs Turner 
Overall K - 12 Matters  
Principal Mr Hannah 
Deputy Principal Mr Samways 
 

HSC AND SC SPECIAL EXAMINATION PROVISIONS The Board of Studies provides additional support in the Higher School 
Certificate and the School Certificate examinations for students who require a reader, writer or extra time due to a medical condition. 
Applications for special provisions for examinations close in early April, however, in many cases supporting documentary evidence 
(such as medical certificates, reports or other external testing) will need to be organised to complete your child’s application. 
Please contact Mrs Turner (HSC students) or Miss Griffith (SC students) if you require further information or an application form. 

Mr I Samways (Deputy Principal) 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS TERM 1 - 2009 
FEBRUARY 
Tue 24 Yr 12 Parent Teacher Interviews 
Thu  26 Secondary School Swimming Carnival 
 

 

MARCH 
Mon 2 HRIS Secondary Touch Trials 
Mon  2-Wed 4 Maths Challenge Camp  
Tue 3 Yr 7 Maths/English Information Night 
Wed 4 Maths Problem solving Challenge 
Thu  5 HRIS Primary Carnival 
Tue 10 7.00pm P&F Meeting 
Wed 11 2010 Kindergarten Information Evening 
Fri 13 Cross Country Carnival 
Sun  15 K-2 Family Chapel Service 9.30am 
Tue  17 HRIS Secondary Swim Carnival 
  2010 Yr 7 Information Evening 
Wed 18- Fri 20 Duke of Ed camp 
Sat 21 Warnervale Fair 
Mon  23-Wed 25 Bundanon Art Camp 
Fri 27 NSW CIS Primary Swim Carnival 
Mon 30 Yr 12 Half Yearly Exams commence 
  Yr 7-11 Parent Teacher Interviews 
Mon  30 – Wed 1 Year 11 Study Skills Camp 
Tue 31 K-6 Parent Teacher Interviews 
 

APRIL 
Wed 1-Fri 3 Yr 10 Excursion 
Mon  6 K-11 Parent Teacher Interviews 
  Chinese/ Maths Excursion Yr 7 
Thu 9 Easter Service 
  Grandparents Day 
  END TERM 1 

 

HEAD OF THE JUNIOR SCHOOL  
 

The past fortnight has continued the busy life for all in the Junior School. Kinders are becoming used to the routines of school, new students 
are developing friendships and class work is well under way. We enjoyed seeing so many families at the P&F welcome and “Meet the 
Teacher” meetings last night. 
 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
Last Monday we were grateful for an overcast day after such a scorching weekend. Years 2 to 6 had a fun day at Wyong Pool where the 
competition was keen and the College Spirit in full swing. It was great to see the many students who competed in events to gain points for 
their College.  Congratulations to all students who took part and to Cranmer College for a fine win.  Thanks to Mrs Gaul and Mr Jones for all 
of their organisation to ensure a smooth day.  We also appreciated the assistance of a number of parents and Senior School students who 
officiated. 
 

JOLLY PHONICS INFORMATION SESSION . 
Around 50 parents attended the Information Session run last Thursday afternoon to help parents of Kinder – Year 2 students support their 
reading at home.  This proved to be a worthwhile venture.  For those who were unable to attend an information sheet with some suggestions 
is available at the Main Office.  
This session was tacked onto a Staff Professional Development session that ran following the Information session.  Unfortunately, due to 
costs, at this time it was unable to be run in the evening. 
 

DANCE FEVER 
As a part of Physical Education, Years 3 to 6 have commenced the sessions of dancing each Friday afternoon.  They may bring 
joggers to change into if they wish. Sports uniform is not required.  Dance will run for Years 3 to 6 for the whole of Term 1. Kinder to 
Year 2 will have dance lessons during Term 3. 
 

KINDER PARENTS 
An information Booklet from the Board of Studies, “Parents’ guide to the NSW Primary Syllabus” was sent home with children at the 
end of this week. This gives an explanation of the Stages of Primary education and the breadth of the  6 Key Learning Areas 
(Subjects).   

Mr D Sarich (Head of Junior School) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior School Leaders receiving their badges from M r Hannah at the recent Induction Service . 
 
 

 
 

HEAD LICE 
 
A reminder to all parents that Head Lice are a very real, but unfortunate part of school life. To help curb the spread in our school we 
would appreciate your time this weekend by checking your child’s hair and taking immediate steps to treat any infestations before 
their return on Monday. Please remember in the future to advise the school if you find head lice in your child’s hair. 
 
 

CLERICS’ CORNER 
 

Matt’s Mutterings 
Normally I like to keep this segment fairly upbeat, try to be humorous and witty with the occasional deep moment, but this week I am 
finding that quite hard.  We are a nation in mourning at the moment with the devastation that has been wreaked in the last two weeks 
by fires and floods.  The fires particularly have caused deep wounds in the Australian Psyche with so many lives lost and so much 
destruction.  We are reminded that life is a fragile and precious gift that can be gone in an instant.  These events have certainly 
challenged me to evaluate the relationships in my life.  Am I at peace with my family and friends? Am I confident of my eternal 
destiny?  Are my kids going to be cared for after I go?  Hard questions, but necessary sometimes in order that my life can stay 
focused on what is truly important.  Maybe you have asked some of these or similar questions too. 
 

One of the questions we have looked at in chapel is whether or not we think that this is God’s punishment.  The same question was 
asked when the Boxing Day tsunami occurred.  I’d like to share with you my thoughts on this.  When I think of God I find it most 
helpful to look at the person of Jesus Christ and what kind of characteristics he has.  Jesus was compassionate, forgiving, sacrificed 
himself and demonstrated love in practical ways to the people he met.  He challenged religious leaders, but, to the folks in the street 
he offered grace and acceptance.  Now Jesus says that he is God and I believe that and so I have to believe that God’s character is 
the same. 
 

I have this image in my head of God weeping for the loss of life, for the deep unquenchable grief of those who have seen horrors that 
are beyond words and for the long road to recovery that lies ahead for so many people. The God who I believe in calls us to have that 
same compassion that Jesus demonstrated time and time again. And you know what…I have seen that compassion in our students 
as they have raised money for those who are survivors of the bushfires.  They have been moved by what they have seen and heard 
into action, into real and tangible help for people in need.  God’s love has been lived out in the lives of our students and in their 
families who have stood beside them. Thank you for the way that you have been God’s hands and feet at this darkest hour. May you 
too see and know that God is a God of love who calls us to be the same, that is, people who demonstrate love in real and practical 
ways. Maybe next edition will see the return of some humour…we can only hope 

Matt Shorten (Chaplain) 
Robyn’s Ramblings 
Hi folks - Can't believe that two weeks have gone by since my last ramblings. 
Since the last Clerics’ Corner I have started reading a book that Rachael one of our senior maths teachers has given me to read. 
Rachel or Miss Griffith as students would know her, is also the Year Ten adviser and also runs a program called  Emerge,  helping 
the girls in Years 9 and 10 to see themselves as a whole person. To accept who they are , to be the person they are created to be. 
To love who they are, to be themselves. To build up confidence and self esteem. 
Now at this point, just a wee bit of God stuff,  can't help myself where God is concerned. The scriptures tell us we are made in God’s 
image. I believe that means all of what God is like, to start with the ability to love unconditionally, to be creative, to be caring, to be 
compassionate, to be able to forgive wrongs done to us, the list could go on and on. I will get back to the book in a tic. In the 
meantime let’s look at love.  
Jesus said: The two greatest commandments are Love the lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and all your mind and 
your neighbour as yourself.  
The first:  Love God, means simply loving God for all He is. Love Him for being our Creator, for all the beauty we see around us, for 
being our redeemer, for  His presence with us at all times. 
OUR NEIGHBOURS. 
Sometimes we don’t like our neighbours. The things they do, The things they say, who they are. Their terrible habits. The clothes they 
wear, the list goes on.  
SO, Who are our neighbours?  EVERYONE.  Bit hard, hey? Bit difficult?  Something for you to think about. 

VEHICLE ACCIDENT 
On Tuesday, 17 February a parent 
who was working in the Junior 
School canteen had her rear bumper 
damaged on her black commodore– 
a vehicle had reversed into the car 
and didn’t leave details or a note. If 
anyone has any information with 
regard to this, could they please 
leave details at the Junior school 
reception. 
 



NOW OURSELVES.  When we learn to love ourselves, the person we are, and accept ourselves, warts and all, it’s then we can love 
our neighbours. That’s when we can take the log out of our own eyes before we take a splinter from our neighbour’s. (That’s another 
few wise words from scripture). 
Our neighbours may not be perfect, but neither are we. 
I think we all need a program like Emerge sometimes to help our self esteem, help us accept who we are. 
Maybe next time we can look at another angle of love. 
Back to the book, “What’s Happening to Our Girls?” by Maggie Hamilton. Maggie is a writer and publisher, regular media 
commentator and keen observer of social trends. Commenting on this book, Dr Arne Rubinstien said, "I was amazed, fascinated and 
quite horrified to read such a succinct and well documented account of all the issues facing girls today. The pressures created by 
society’s expectations and the marketing evil that is being unleashed on our girls means that every parent should read this book as a 
way of understanding what is really going on, and what they can do." 
So much to read about in this book. The first half of the book looks at tweens, ages 7-12. The second half is about the teens. Quote, 
‘Today’s girls are facing challenges no other generation of girls has faced.’ 
We are hoping to get Maggie to come and talk with us in Term 3. Keep you posted. She is also working on a book about our boys - 
tell you more next letter. 
A WEE PRAYER – May God show you how much you are loved and how to love without strings attached. 

Robyn Pullin (Chaplain) 
 

STAGE 6 NEWS 
 

I think I am the proudest teacher in the whole world at the moment. Last Friday Stage Six students proved themselves to be really 
wonderful people and great leaders. As everyone is aware last week we were overwhelmed by the tragedy from the bushfires in 
Victoria and Floods in Queensland. At the start of the week I asked Stage Six what were they going to do to help. Their response was 
amazing. They wanted to give wholeheartedly in any way they could. Within twenty four hours they had organised to have a mufti-day 
and to sell ‘red food’ for the day to raise money to help those in need. While I am not sure of the final total, I am aware more was 
raised last Friday than from any in-school student organised fundraising event at Lakes before. In continuing my congratulations I 
would also like to thank the Junior and Senior School canteens for the enormous support they showed the students as well the P & F 
with their donation. Congratulations to all – it is really great to see how the whole school community can come together at such short 
notice to help others. 
 

I would also like to congratulate those Year 11 students who were elected to the position of College leader this week. It is an 
important position within the leadership structure of our school and it was great to see the number of students who put themselves 
forward for the role. 
 

Mrs J Turner (Stage 6 Adviser) 
 
 

STAGE 5 NEWS 
YEAR 9 
Our first family chapel service this year for Lakes Grammar- an Anglican School was for the families of our students in Years 9/10. I 
am very pleased with the response the students made to attend the service and a special thank you to all the parents who 
endeavoured to bring our school and local parish closer together. I would like to acknowledge the following students for their active 
participation in the service. 
Alisa Britton  Jordan Fitzgibbon 
Courtney Lomas  Lewis Weber 
Courtney Bromfield Aidan Firth-Mason 
Melanie Johnson  Amelia Ward 
 

I have spoken to a number of parents this term in regard to varying issues which may occur in Year 9. It is extremely important we 
maintain communication between school and home to ensure the students academic commitments and social welfare are achieved. 
 

A reminder the Duke of Edinburgh camp to Barrington will still proceed, however, due to the poor weather conditions and the rising 
river the dates have had to be altered. The camp will now take place on the 18th, 19th and 20th March. 
 

Finally, it is great to see many students dedicated to achieving their best in various academic and sporting activities. Please 
encourage them to utilise their diaries and keep an accurate record of positive comments, extra-curricular activities and homework so 
they can be awarded for their efforts. 

Mrs K Rindfleish (Year 9 Adviser ) 
YEAR 10 
It has been a wonderful start to the year for Year 10, with many students nominating themselves for college leaders. It takes great 
courage to put yourself in a position where people vote for you and I am very proud of the Year 10 students who did. I would like to 
congratulate all students that nominated, especially the following students who were voted in by their peers: 
*  Sam Willmott – Ridley *  Skye Groth – Ridley 
*  Lindsay Scanes – Lightfoot  *  Corey Jeffery – Cranmer 
I am confident that these students will take their role as college leader seriously and do their best to represent their college well. 
These students’ first test will be at the Secondary Swimming Carnival which is coming up on Thursday, 26 February. They should be 
actively participating in events and encouraging other students to get involved. I expect that all Year 10 students will be there, taking 
part in events and displaying college spirit. 
I would also like to thank all students and their families who attended the Years 9 & 10 Family Chapel Service last Sunday. It was 
wonderful to see and I am very appreciative of those students who volunteered to be involved. 
If you have any questions or wish to contact me, please feel free to email me at rachel.griffith@lakes.nsw.edu.au or call the school. 

Miss R. Griffith (Year 10 Adviser) 
 

STAGE 4 NEWS 
 

YEAR 7 
Studies are well under way at this point in time and it is wonderful to see so many year 7 students who are coping well with all 
aspects of class and school organisation. 
 



Hopefully, all students have managed to obtain the necessary texts and exercise books for the year ahead and are also beginning to 
cope with homework loads. Parents need to advise us if any students are having issues with homework so that we can look into the 
situation and maybe provide some solutions. 
 

Many of our students have received merit cards and have assisted in the school citizenship program by being involved in supporting 
a variety of concerns in the school, as was witnessed by the students who wore mufti last Friday and brought in a donation for the 
Bushfire Appeal.  These students should have all received points in their diaries by now but if anyone missed out they can speak to 
their Tutor Group Leader and have the matter rectified. 
 

A big thank you, too, to those students who have helped out in the Office thus far this term. The job has been carried out very 
efficiently and their efforts are very much appreciated. 
 

In the next week or so, all students in Year 7 will be introduced to the Ulimiliko Program, which is a wonderful program that assists 
students to be involved in cultural, sporting and citizenship activities. This program is also extended to years 5, 6 and 8 and a letter 
will be coming home to all parents, explaining how it operates. 
 

We are also looking forward to meeting at the English/Maths Information evening (March 3). Please keep the date free.  
Mrs J Nash (Year 7 Adviser) 

 

 
 
 
Casey Mayall of Year 8 was gracious in her thanks to the Member for Wyong, Mr 
David Harris, who visited our school this week to present us with an award of $2500 
for our new Community Garden Project. This award is the result of the hard work and 
dedication put in by Mrs Suzanne Smiley in 2008 and we are grateful for her efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ENGLISH/HISTORY NEWS 

 
 

All students in Years 7-11 should now have their texts for English. If students do not have their texts, I ask that parents chase them 
up with ‘Elite Books’ because it makes it very hard for students to participate in class and understand what is being taught without a 
text. 
 

Year 10 students in the coming week will receive their notes for the Canberra Excursion. The excursion dates are 1-3 April, 2009 , 
with the cost being $250. The purpose of the excursion is to fulfil Board of Studies requirements for History and Science, in which 
they have to complete a site study. The students will have the opportunity to visit: Australian War Memorial; Old Parliament House; 
Parliament House; Australian Institute of Sport; National Museum of Australia; Australian Electoral Commission; National Archives 
and Questacon. We will be staying at the Canberra Lyneham Motor Inn. 
 

This year we are trying for all students in Years 7-10 to experience some form of theatre that is related to what they are studying in 
either English or History. So far we have been successful in securing bookings for students in Years 7-9, however, I am looking for 
the following performances: Macbeth for Year 10 and Hamlet for Year 12. If anyone hears of a production of either, could they please 
contact me at the school.  
 

This week (Yr 7) and next week (Yr 8) Literacy Support Classes have started with Mrs Nash. If parents have any queries about their 
students inclusion in these classes or exclusion please contact myself or Mrs Nash at school. Letters will be sent home this week to 
the parents of the students who are involved which will give more details about the actual support program. 
 

On 3 March , the English and Mathematics Faculties will be holding an interview night from 4-7pm in the Junior School Library. The 
purpose of this night is to discuss with parents their child’s initial abilities that have been demonstrated in English and Mathematics. 
Mr Horrocks (Mathematics Co-ordinator) and I strongly encourage parents to take this opportunity to meet their child’s teachers and 
discuss any concerns they may have. A letter has been sent home this week; students are asked to make a time for the interviews 
with their classroom teacher. Interviews are 10 minutes in length. 

Michelle Smith (English/History Co-ordinator) 
 

 

SCIENCE NEWS 
 

It’s great to see the effort science students are putting into their work, the commitment they are showing is fantastic. Most workbooks 
are covered and expectation sheets signed. Those who still need to complete these tasks need to get it done this weekend please. 
Students in Year 7 and 8 are currently completing their topics and will be undertaking their first Module test in the next few days. I 
encourage all students to make sure all work for the topic is complete, especially the summary, so effective study can take place. 
Students in Years 9 and 10 will also complete their first modules over the next week and so need to ensure they are all up-to-date 
and studying effectively. Year 10 students received their first assessment task this week and are now devising methods to analyse 
motion.  
Year 11 Biology, Chemistry and Physics students are all settling in well to the new workload and enjoying their courses. Year 12 
students in Physics and Biology are working hard on their current topics as they also prepare for the upcoming Half-Yearly 
Examinations. Revision of the last topic should now be well under way in preparation for these exams as well. 

Mrs J Turner (Science Co-ordinator ) 
 

CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 

 Many Visual Arts and Music students have commenced their courses with enthusiasm. It is pleasing to see them getting involved in 
lessons and participating in a positive way. Most students should have all art diaries and text books organised by now; if there are 
any problems with equipment please contact your child’s teacher. 
 



We farewell our Senior Music teacher, Mrs Eliesha Smyth who gave birth to a healthy little boy on the 31st December, last year. She 
named him Jameson Peter and we look forward to a visit from them soon. The School appreciates the contribution that Mrs Smyth 
made to the Music department during 2008 and we wish her new family all the best for the future. Our new member of staff in the 
Creative and Performing Arts Faculty is Mr Trevor McGowen-Slee, we welcome him to Lakes Grammar and look forward to seeing 
the Music Department flourish with his added expertise. Please contact the following teachers if you have any concerns in regard to 
Visual Arts or Music: 
Mrs Marilyn Gallagher - Junior School Music and Chior 
Mr Trevor McGowan-Slee – Years 6 -10 Music 
Mr Daniel Langejans  Year 8 Art and 7S Art 
Mrs Hobden, Co-ordinator of Creative and Performing Arts– 7L & 7G Art, Years 9-12 Art 
 

Art Camp is running again this year on the 23-25 of March. Talented Secondary Art students have been invited to attend the Camp at 
Bundanon, the property of Artist Author Boyd. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to develop their skills in painting and 
sculpture. Please contact Mrs Hobden for details.  
 

Our School Choir and selected Secondary Music students will perform at the Warnervale Spring Fair on Saturday 21st of March. This 
is a fun family event with a great variety of stalls and activities. 
 

Mrs A Hobden (Creative & Performing Arts Co-ordinat or) 
 

A NOTE FROM THE LIBRARY  
 

Library times have been allocated for all K – 6 classes on a weekly basis and it is rewarding to see their enthusiasm 
during these visits. As the school continues to grow, it means that we have even more classes using the Library. 
Owing to time restraints Library visits will take the same format as last year, that being, in a Week A (uneven week i.e. 
1,3,5, etc.) each class will have a full Period in the Library where they will learn information skills, do book reviews, 
read a story and exchange Library books, and, in a Week B (even week i.e. 2,4,6 etc.) the classes will come to the 

Library for half a period which will allow them to return and borrow. Children in K – 6 will need to have their Library bag with them 
both weeks to borrow, however, if they forget, they have the opportunity at lunchtime on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday to also 
exchange their Library books. It is also great to see the Year 7 classes timetabled on a regular basis for reading and borrowing.So 
that you are aware of your child’s Library day : 
 

DAY WEEK A WEEK B 

MONDAY 2W, 2F, 3M, 
3R, 1A, 1C. 

2W, 2F, 3M, 
3R, 1A, 1C,  
Yr 7 (Mrs. 
Gallagher). 

TUESDAY 
Yr. 7 (Ms. 
Nicholls), 4B, 
4H. 

4B, 4H. 

WEDNESDAY OC, Yr 5, Yr 6, 
KB, KR, KW. 

OC, Yr 5, Yr 6, 
KB, KR, KW. 

FRIDAY Yr. 7 (Mrs. 
Nash)  

 
I have added these times to the Library homepage on the school Intranet at http://intranet.lakes.nsw.edu.au for your future reference. 
Overdue notices were sent home yesterday with students who had outstanding loans from 2008. Could you please check your 
bookshelves at home for these books and if you have any queries regarding a notice contact me in the Library on Monday, Tuesday 
or Wednesday.  
In case you’re interested, Scholastic are holding a book sale at their Lisarow warehouse Thursday, Friday (9am-5.30pm) & Saturday 
(8am-1pm) 26th – 28th February.  
My best wishes for the weeks ahead, and remember…….     
Happy reading! 

Sue Jansson (Librarian) 
 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

SPORT CONTACTS:  
Mr. Andrew Jones – K-12 Sports Co-ordinator (02) 43 934137 ajones@lakes.nsw.edu.au  
Mrs. Anne Gaul – Primary Sports Co-ordinator (02)43 934111 
anne.gaul@lakes.nsw.edu.au  
 

SECONDARY SWIMMING: The Secondary Swimming Championships will be held next Thursday 26 February at Wyong Pool. I 
remind all parents that this day is a normal school day and attendance is that of a normal school day. Students may arrive at the pool 
from 8.45am or catch the bus from school at 8.40am. Students are requested to meet staff at the bus stop. Students are required to 
remain at the venue until after the presentations. 
 

PRIMARY SWIMMING: The Primary Swimming Championships were held on Monday, 9 February at Wyong. 
Conducted in excellent weather conditions the participation rate and wonderful sportsmanship displayed by all made for a great day. 
Age Champions were: 
  Boys  Girls 
7 Years  Izaac Hucker Phoebe Mayall 
8 Years  Paddy Harrison Isabelle Hayward 
9 Years  Frederick Rodak Mykahla-Anne Howell 
10 Years Harry Loader Jordyn Bush 
11 Years Brett Spierings Courtney Jeffery 
12 Years Tyler Jones Dominique Kubecka 
College Champions were: 
 



1st  Cranmer 
2nd   Lightfoot 
3rd  Tyrrell 
4th  Ridley 
Open Event Champions were: 
Boys:  Tyler Jones 
Girls:  Caitlin Hodges 
 

A representative team has been selected and notes have gone home. This team will compete at the HRIS Swimming Championships 
on Thursday, 5 March at Lambton Pool in Newcastle. 
 

ATHLETICS CLUB:  The Lakes Grammar Athletics Club continues each Wednesday at 5.30pm. The weather has certainly had an 
effect on this year’s season. Championships begin on Wednesday, 4 March 2009. 
 

CROSS COUNTRY: The School Cross Country Championships will be held on Friday 13th March in the grounds of the school. 
Information notes will be sent home in the upcoming week. Please note the change of date. 
 

SWIMMING CLUB: With the amount of enthusiasm surrounding swimming at the moment it might be an opportune time to remind 
parents of the activities of Toukley Swim Club. Toukley meet every Friday Night at Toukley Indoor Swim Centre commencing at 
6.30pm. Swimmers of all abilities and ages compete against their own personal bests for points. Those who are competent and 
confident enough may go on to representative carnivals. These carnivals allow swimmers to compete at NSW Country, State and 
National level. If you are interested please speak with Mr. Jones. 
 

SWIMMING TRAINING: At the end of last year the school offered swimming training for those students who were preparing for the 
school representative carnivals. This has proven to be quite popular and will continue for the remainder of Term 1. Training is for 
squad level swimmers. Training is on Tuesday 6.30am to 7.30am – Toukley Pool and Friday 6.30am to 7.30am – Wyong Pool 
 
TENNIS: On Monday 2 March Ysabel Preller (Year 5) will travel to the NSW CIS Primary Tennis Championships. Ysabel achieved 
selection in the HRIS team after winning the HRIS Championships in October 2008. We wish her all the best.  
 
TRIALS:  The following HRIS Trials are coming up.  
Secondary Basketball 26 February – Newcastle 
   U 16 / Open teams B/G 
Secondary Netball 24 February – Newcastle 
   U 16 / Open teams 
Secondary Touch Football 2 March – Newcastle 
   U 16 / Open Teams B/G 
Primary Netball  9 March – Newcastle 
   Open Team 
If you would like to attend please see Mr Jones for the nomination details. 
 

WEEKLY SPORT: As I did in the last newsletter I remind all students who do skateboarding for sport that if you are caught on your 
skateboard or scooter at school it will be confiscated for the day and you will sit out sport. With the number of people moving around 
school it is certainly not the place to be riding a skateboard or scooter.  
 

NETBALL CLUB : The netball club is a hive of activity with gradings with the association be undertaken in the upcoming weeks. The 
committee is working tirelessly to get things organized for our initial season.  
Training sessions will commence in the next week. Coaches will get in touch with players and parents to organise training sessions. 
TOUCH FOOTBALL 
Wednesday, 18 February was the night that Lakes Grammar played the semi final in touch football. Unfortunately the game ended in 
a loss 5-2. The boys have done really well over the season and they battled the elements on the night. After a messy start they 
finished very strongly and threatened their defensive line often. Mitchell Turner and Jake Marlow scored the tries on the night. Well 
done to the team and thanks for your efforts and dedication over the season. 

Mr Campbell - Coach 
Mr A Jones (K-12 Sports Co-ordinator) 

 

Equestrian Team News   
 

For many of you, I imagine you are sick of slogging through mud and rain to feed and care for your horses. I certainly am! Hopefully 
you have still been able to spend some quality time with your four legged friends. There have been a few local shows lately. 
Congratulations to Lara and Mitchell Timmis, Ashley and Daisy Jobe-Parker and Madison Rigg who all recently competed at Morisset 
in the two shows held there in the last few weeks. Maitland Show is coming up this weekend and good luck to all competing. I’m still 
awaiting entry forms and programs for upcoming interschool events. I will advise you when I have received these documents.  
Here’s hoping the weather clears up. 
Pymble Ladies' College Interschool Dressage Day - Saturday 28th March 2009 
Scone Horse Sports; Friday May 8th  2009 
Hunter Valley Grammar School Equestrian Championships – 23rd – 24th May 2009 
Oxley College Equestrian Day – 20th September 2009  

 Ms Jobe-Parker (Equestrian Co-ordinator)  
 

 
 

PDHPE NEWS 

A great start to the year thus far in PDHPE with all grades almost finished fitness testing for Semester One. It has been fantastic to 
see the efforts students have put into completing the different fitness tests and students have been rewarded with some awesome 
results and improvements on past performances. A number of lunch time sporting competitions are due to start very shortly including: 
a table tennis tournament for students in the senior school, that has seen a wealth of anticipation from students and teachers alike. A 
handball competition is also due to commence shortly in the junior school for students in Year 7. Keep an eye on the sports notice 
board for more information or speak with Mr Campbell or Mr Beecroft. We encourage students to continue to work hard in PDHPE 
this year as we endeavour to help equip students with skills to live happy and healthy lives. Also a reminder that all students should 
bring their school sports uniform to every PDHPE lesson including hats.  



Mr Beecroft and Mr Campbell 
 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
 

BRONZE 
Unfortunately we have had to postpone the camp that was due to occur this week from the 18-20th Feb until the 18-
20th March. All of the same details apply except that the dates have changed. We apologise for any inconvenience, 
however with the rising water and the prediction of rain we have to put safety first.  
 

SILVER 
We encourage students to start their physical recreation, service and skill soon so that it does not interfere with important dates that 
are coming later on in the year. If you have any questions about the expectations of what each of them are then please do not 
hesitate to contact me. There will be a lunchtime meeting next week! 

Mr Campbell (Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator) 
 

HUNGER STOP CANTEEN 
 

SENIOR CANTEEN (PH: 43934167) 
Hi All - a big thankyou to all the parents and children who continuously help us, by either volunteering in the canteen, or by supporting 
us by spending money with us. It is in sad times like these (the Victorian Bushfire appeal) that we are pleased and proud to be able to 
help out our fellow Australians in their time of need. After the much needed refurbishments of the junior canteen, we found we were 
under budget by $1,000. Canteen is donating this $1,000 to the Victorian Bushfire appeal along with the selling of red foods (junk 
food) last Friday. This was organised by Mrs Turner and Year 12 students, & Mrs Walters and the OC students, who also helped sell 
to the many hoards of children who wanted to support the appeal. A big thank you to them all for their busy day. Both Junior and 
Senior canteens will also donate all canteen profits from the day (a final figure will be included in the next newsletter). God bless 
those affected and pray they will find strength to endure their losses. 
The current menu can be found on Parent Lounge on Lakes Grammar website or you can pick up a copy from the canteen. The 
senior roster for March is attached. 

Michele Sweeney (Senior Canteen Supervisor) 
 

JUNIOR CANTEEN (PH: 43934109)  

Attached is the junior roster for March/ April. Thank you to every one for volunteering. Remember if you volunteer your children can 
spend up to $5.00 each for the day on the canteen. We could still use help on Mondays & Wednesdays and a few people on the 
emergency list if people can’t make it on their day. 

Mira Britton (Junior Canteen Supervisor)
 

LOST PROPERTY  
 

There is an increasing number of lost property item s in 
both the junior and senior lost property bins that have 
been labelled. There are also an increasing number of 
labelled items which have been lost but have not tu rned 
up in lost property. WOULD ALL PARENTS KINDLY 
CHECK ALL  OF THEIR CHILDRENS UNIFORM AND 
RETURN ANY ITEMS TO THE SCHOOL THAT DO NOT 
BELONG TO YOUR CHILD.  

 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
REGARDING LOST PROPERTY: 
 

ITEM LENGTH OF TIME 
LOST PROPERTY 
WILL BE HELD 

AFTER EXPIRY OF 
HOLD PERIOD 

Uniform 1 SEMESTER 
 

At the end of each term 
unclaimed uniform will go 
into long term lost 
property bin. At the end of 
a semester see next 
column. 

Items that are in good 
condition will be give to the 
second hand uniform 
store. 
 

Items that are in poor 
condition or not an item 
that the second hand 
uniform store uses will be 
disposed of. 

Other 
Clothing 

2 weeks after published in 
newsletter 

Dispose 

Valuables Indefinitely   

Non-
Valuables 

2 weeks after published in 
newsletter 

Dispose  
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P&F INFORMATION 
Class Parent lists will be sent home next week these 
will also have the class parent coordinators for each 
year group on them. 
 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
You should receive a form shortly with regard to 
advertising in the school business directory. If you 
require a copy of the form please collect one from either 
campus. Cost is $65 for the year – payment and logo is 
required by 6 March. 
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TUESDAYS 9.30 – 11.30 – all welcome 
 
Telstra Connected Seniors Programs Summer 
Courses  
$20 for 8 weeks  
Monday    9am – 11am 
Thursday  2pm – 4pm 
Providing an opportunity for Seniors in our 
communityto become familiar with SMS, Mobile 
Phones, E-mail,basic Computer Skills, Web 
Browsing, Safe Net Banking,Safe Net Shopping 
and more. 
Vacancies are still available – and bookings are 
already 
being taken for the Autumn courses in May & 
June. 
 
‘WELCOME WEDNESDAYS’  Art & Literature Talk 
commence FEBRUARY 25 – 12.30 – 2.30pm 
featuring Jill Mather  exploring the life of George 
Johnstone.  
Only $5 including afternoon tea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Assessment Program - Literacy 
and Numeracy 2009 

 
Letter to Parents  

 
In 2008 the National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) was introduced for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in all 
government and non-government schools. This program, which has 
the support of all State and Territory Education Ministers, will assess 
the literacy and numeracy learning of students in all Australian 
schools. 
 
In New South Wales the NAPLAN tests replaced the Basic Skills 
Tests (BST), English Language and Literacy Assessment (ELLA) and 
Secondary Numeracy Assessment Program (SNAP).   
 
The results of the tests will provide important information to schools 
about what each student can do, and will be used to support teaching 
and learning programs.  Parents will receive a report indicating their 
child’s level of achievement. Each student’s level of achievement will 
be reported against the agreed national benchmarks of student 
achievement. 
 
Background information (student name, gender, date of birth, 
language background and Aboriginality) will be collected as part of 
this national assessment program. This information is treated 
confidentially and held securely to ensure that every student’s right to 
privacy is maintained. 
 
The tests will be conducted across Australia on the same days for all 
students according to the following timetable:   
 
Tuesday 12  May  – Language Convention test (Spelling, Punctuation 
and Grammar) and a separate Writing test.  
 
Wednesday 13  May  - Reading test 
 
Thursday 14  May  - Numeracy test (Number, Algebra, function and 
pattern, Chance and data, Measurement and Space)  
 
In the Numeracy tests students do not  require any measuring tools 
such as rulers or protractors. In Years 7 and 9 there will be two 
Numeracy tests: one where a calculator is allowed and one where 
calculators are not used.  For the calculator test the student should 
use the calculator that they currently use at school.  
 
Students may be considered for exemption from the tests if they are 
newly arrived in Australia (less than one year before the test) and with 
a language background other than English, or if they have significant 
intellectual delay. 
 
Students with confirmed disabilities or difficulties in learning are 
expected to participate in the tests. Special provisions which reflect 
the student’s normal level of support in the classroom will be provided 
for students by the school. Large print, Braille and black and white 
versions of the test are available for students with vision impairment. 
 
Access to special provisions and exemption from the tests must be 
discussed with your school’s learning support team and the school 
Principal, and a parent or carer consent form must be signed. Parents 
also have the right to withdraw their child from the tests. If you wish to 
withdraw your child from the tests you must sign a parent or carer 
consent form. Consent forms are available at your school. 
 
Additional information for parents about the National Assessment 
Program can be found on this website: 
http://www.naplan.edu.au/parents/parents.html   
 
Please make an appointment with the Principal of the school your 
child attends if you would like further information about your child’s 
participation in the National Assessment Program. 

 

 

 

 



The Education Tax Refund – Get 50% back 

Under the new Education Tax Refund, parents and others 
who are eligible can now claim 50% of their eligible 
education expenses up to $750 for primary students and 
$1500 for secondary students. 
 
This means you could receive a refund each year of up to 
$375 for each primary and $750 for each secondary school 
student in your care.  
 
Are you eligible? 
To be eligible you must have received Family Tax 
Benefit Part A for each child whose education expenses 
you wish to claim. You can also claim the Education 
Tax Refund if you were stopped from receiving Family 
Tax Benefit Part A because your child received any of 
the following: 

·  Youth Allowance (student) aged 18 
·  Disability Support Pension 
·  ABSTUDY 
·  the Veterans’ Children Education Scheme 
·  the Student Financial Supplement Scheme 
·  a scheme under s258 of the Military Rehabilitation 

and Compensation Act 2004  
·  an Australian Postgraduate Award. 

 
Independent students are also eligible to claim. 
 
What can you claim? 
You can claim the purchase, lease, hire or hire-purchase 
costs, repairs and running costs of:   
·  laptops, home computers and associated costs — for 

example, internet and paper 
·  educational software, printers, USB flash drives, 

disability aids to assist in the use of computer equipment 
for students with special needs 

·  stationery and art supplies 
·  school textbooks and associated learning materials 
·  trade tools and safety equipment for secondary school 

trade courses.  
 

 Some of the expenses you cannot claim include 
school fees or the cost of school uniforms, school 
excursions or travel to and from school, musical 
instruments or sporting equipment, clothing or 
footwear. For a more comprehensive list visit 
www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au  

 
When can you claim? 
You can claim your education expenses in your 2009 
tax return. If you do not have to lodge a tax return, you 
will be able to lodge a separate claim with the Tax 
Office from 1 July 2009.  
 

 Remember, you need to keep all receipts for 
expenses you claim.  

 
If your education expenses in one year are more than the 
claim limit for your children, you can add the excess to your 
education expenses for the following year. 
 

 For more information: 
·  visit www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au  
·  phone the Tax Office on 13 28 61. 
 

 

UNIFORM STORE 
ALINTA APPAREL – Ph: 4392 9128 

 
NEW THIS WEEK 
 

TERM 1 2009 OPENING HOURS 
Mondays 8.00 am to 10.00am 
Wednesdays 8.00am to 10.00am 
Thursdays 2.30pm to 4.30pm 
 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP DATES 
Open 8.30 to 10.00am on the following days. 
Monday, 2 March 
Monday, 16 March 



SENIOR CANTEEN ROSTER - 
MARCH 2009 

Mon Tue Wed Thurs  Fri 

2 3 4 5 6 
Michele 
s Jacky F Michele S Michele S 

Michele 
S 

Helen 
V 

Michelle 
H Helen G Mira Jill 

"V" "V" Leanne K Karen R "V" 

9 10 11 12 13 
Michele 
S Jacky F Michele S Michele S 

Michele 
S 

Helen 
V 

Michelle 
H Helen G Mira Jill 

"V" Kerry Y Fiona  Karen R Dianna 

16 17 18 19 20 
Michele 
S Jacky F Michele S Michele S 

Michele 
S 

Helen 
V 

Michelle 
H Helen G Mira Jill 

"V" "V" "V" Karen R 
Louise 
Munce 

23 24 25 26 27 
Helen 
V Jacky F Helen G Mira Jill 

Betty G 
Michelle 
H Fiona Karen R Dianna 

"V" "V" "V" "V" "V" 

30 31 
Apr-
01     

Michele 
S Jacky F Michele S     
Helen 
V 

Michelle 
H Helen G     

"V" "V" "V"     

    "V"     

    
(volunteers 
needed, please)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNIOR CANTEEN  MARCH 
09/April ROSTER 
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2009 NSW Adolescent Vaccination Program:  
 
School Newsletter 
 
Each year NSW Health offers the vaccines recommended by the National 
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for adolescents as part of the 
school-based program. 
 
In 2009 the following vaccines will be offered: 
 
- Hepatitis B and Varicella (chicken pox) vaccines will be offered in a catch-up 

program for all Year 7 students who may have not previously received 3 
doses of hepatitis B vaccine when they were a baby, or, had chicken pox 
disease. 

 
- Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine will be offered, to Year 7 girls only, as 

a 3-dose course over a six-month period. 
 
- Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis (Whooping Cough) vaccine will be offered 

to all Year 10 students. 
 
Parent Information Kits will be sent home to parents/guardians. To consent to 
the vaccination of their child, parents/guardians are advised to read all the 
information provided, complete the consent form and return it to their child’s 
school. 
 
Parents/guardians who wish to withdraw their consent for any reason may do so 
by writing to the school Principal. The Procedure for Withdrawal of Consent is 
available on the NSW Health website at www.health.nsw.gov.au (follow the 
links through the “Public Health” button on the left hand side of the screen). 
  
Please note that for HPV vaccine only , parents are required to record their 
Medicare Number (including the last digit) on the consent form, as this is 
required to record the student’s health information to the National HPV 
Vaccination Program Register and the National Cervical Screening Program.  
 
A Record of Vaccination will be provided to each student vaccinated at the 
clinic. Parents/guardians should ensure that this record is kept for future 
reference and should not assume that their child has been vaccinated if they do 
not receive this Record of Vaccination. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


